College Giving

Focusing on
Forestry:
Benefactor Wants
to Make Penn
State Best

Joe Ibbersons goal is simple: he
wants to make Penn State’s forest-
ry program the best in the nation.
And the 1947 Penn State forestry
graduate is doing something about
it—in a very big way.

The Harrisburg resident, re-
tired chief of the Division of Forest
Advisory Services in Pennsylvania’s
Department of Forests and Waters
(now the Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources), re-
cently committed $2 million to
endow a new faculty chair in the
School of Forest Resources. The
gift is part of the donor’s estate
plans and will create the Joseph E.
Ibberson Chair in Silviculture Re-
search for Pennsylvania.

The chair will focus on the
challenges of forest management
under changing conditions and the
evolving needs of society. The chair
holder’s research program will aim
to improve silviculture within the
state’s forests to produce the high-
est quality and quantity of prod-
ucts and services. Silviculture is the
art and science of managing for-
ests for their establishment, com-
position, growth, and harvest. For-
est products and services include
timber, wildlife, aesthetics, water-
shed protection, recreation, and
fisheries.

“I consider this chair an invest-
ment that will help protect and
improve our state’s forest resourc-
es,” says Ibberson. “But I also hope
to inspire others to be philanthrop-
ic in areas that are of the most in-
terest to them. My objective is to
make Penn State’s School of For-
est Resources the best in the coun-
try, and I believe it will be the best
when these chairs are filled.”

This silviculture chair joins
two others in the School of Forest
Resources to which Ibberson has
committed support: the Joseph E.
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Joe Ibberson, with his friend and partner in philanthropy,
Nila Grimes.

Ibberson Chair in Forest Resourc-
es Management, currently held by
Professor of Forestry Harry Wi-
ant Jr., and the Joseph E. Ibberson
Chair in Urban and Community
Forestry, which is presently vacant.
Income from faculty endowments
are directed to such purposes as
research-related expenses, grad-
uate assistantships, support ser-
vices, travel expenses, and salary
supplements.

“We're overwhelmed by Joe’s
generosity to the School of For-
est Resources,” says Robert Steele,
dean of the College of Agricultur-
al Sciences, “and we applaud his
foresight in creating this new chair
to address critical forestry issues in
Pennsylvania and nationwide. We
hope our students will follow in his
footsteps. Through his thoughts,
words, and deeds, Joe Ibberson
personifies the highest ideals of the
forestry profession.”

Ibberson downplays the magni-
tude of his gifts to the college. “Peo-
ple tell me that it is amazing what
I have done, but the way I look at
it, I don’t think I had much to do
with it,” he says. “I think I was the
person who was picked by the Lord
to carry out good deeds for hu-
mankind through Penn State. I was
just fortunate that I was the guy
who was chosen to do it. I had too

much luck and good things happen

to me in my life and business for it
to be any other way.”

Ibberson chair holder Wiant
believes Ibberson is the most sig-
nificant and generous benefactor
that the American forestry pro-
fession has ever seen. “Joe Ibber-
son has made a difference in the
field of forestry, and generations of
Penn State students will leave their
mark on the field in a very positive
way, thanks to him.”

Since arriving at Penn State in
2002, Wiant has organized the Ib-
berson Forum series to provide in-
formation to forest landowners
and foresters on forest taxation,
timber evaluation, dealing with
timber trespass, and many other
topics related to good forest man-
agement. He developed MensiTu-
tor, a computer program students
use to learn the basics of forest in-
ventory and sampling procedures.
Wiant also developed a course in
consulting forestry, teaches courses
in forest measurements and forest
administration and policy, and has
published widely.

Previously, Wiant was a forest-
ry professor at West Virginia Uni-
versity for 24 years, at Stephen E
Austin State University in the Pin-
ey Woods of East Texas for seven
years, and at Humboldt State Uni-
versity in the redwood region of
northern California for four years.
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He also served a term as president
of the Society of American Forest-
ers. “From my personal view, it has
been a wonderful opportunity to
be here at Penn State—it’s a great
institution,” he says. “But more
important, it has been good to in-
teract with fine undergraduate and
graduate students and be an advis-
er to the award-winning Penn State
student chapter of the Society of
American Foresters.

“I often tell students forestry
is a wonderful profession,” Wiant
adds. “T have never met a forester
who is unhappy being a forester. I
don’t know that you could say that
about many other professions.”

Ibberson no doubt would
agree. In 1948, he was recruited by
the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forest-
ry to develop the first forest man-
agement plans for two million acres
of state forestland. He also initiat-
ed several innovative programs that
targeted forest inventory, pest con-
trol, tree improvement, nursery
development, and service to pri-
vate forest landowners. In 1962, he
began buying his own land to cre-
ate a tree farm on which he prac-
ticed various forms of forest man-
agement, eventually accumulating
more than 2,000 acres.

In 1999, Ibberson gave 350
acres of this land, located in Dau-
phin County, to the Department
of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources. It became the Joseph E.
Ibberson Conservation Area, the
first of its kind in the state.

Ibberson received Outstanding
Alumnus awards from the School
of Forest Resources in 2003 and
from the College of Agricultural
Sciences in 2006. In 2007, he was
inducted into the Henry P. Armsby
Honor Society, named in recogni-
tion of the College of Agricultural
Sciences’ first dean, for his com-
mitments to the college. He also is
a member of the Penn State Presi-
dent’s Club and the Mount Nittany
Society’s Laurel Circle, which rec-
ognize the highest commitment of
philanthropic giving to Penn State.
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